
Sermon for Christ & Grace Church Petersburg, VA 
Third Sunday of Lent, Year A, March 19, 2017  
The Rev. Bill Queen  
“Women at the Well of Faith” 
John 4:5-42 
 
 
our Gospel reading today is a detailed account of a key event in John’s Gospel: 
Jesus’ discussion with the Samaritan woman at the well;  in it we see Jesus 
reaching out to a woman, a Samaritan, a sinner -- and any one of those three 
characteristics would have been reason enough for any other Jews to avoid her 
entirely 
 
John reminds us that “Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans;”  well, 
that was the understatement of the first century;  Jews and Samaritans hated each 
other no less than the Israelis and Palestinians of today;  that is exactly why Jesus 
tells the story of the Good (who?) Samaritan, in response to a lawyer’s question, 
“who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29);  Jesus wants to make it clear that everybody 
is our neighbor -- whether we want them to be, or not 
 
Jesus does not avoid the Samaritan woman;  and the fact that he doesn’t shows us 
that in Jesus’ eyes -- and so also in ours if we are truly his followers -- every 
individual is important, and every individual is worthy of our time, our care, and 
our attention 
 
in this exchange it looks at first like the woman is not going to get what Jesus says 
to her;  everything he says about “living water … gushing up to eternal life” seems 
to go over her head;  all she seems interested in is the physical possibility that she 
might never be thirsty again (I expect she had experienced deep thirst in such a dry 
climate, prone to droughts) or that she might never again have to do the toilsome 
job of hauling buckets of water up out of the well (a woman’s work is never done, 
right?)  
 
but as soon as Jesus recounts her private history back to her, about her multiple 
husbands and current live-in who is not her husband, showing that he is no normal 
Jewish passer-by, everything about her changes;  she instantly switches into a very 
theological discussion in which she shows that she is no normal woman;  she goes 
directly to the religious issue that divides Jews from Samaritans: that the Jews 
worshipped on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem while the Samaritans worshipped on Mt. 
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Gerizim in Samaria;  it is because of her engaging him on this level, one deeper 
than most of his twelve disciples ever get to, that leads Jesus to admit to her that he 
is the Messiah 
 
now she does get what Jesus says, again in a way that most of his disciples ever do; 
notice that not only does she believe him, she immediately leaves her water jar 
behind (remember how Jesus’ fishermen disciples immediately left their nets 
behind when they met Jesus?) and she goes to tell her fellow townspeople about 
Jesus, witnesses to them about what she’s experienced, leads them back to Jesus, 
resulting in Jesus spending two days there and in many of the Samaritan 
townspeople becoming believers in Jesus;  she does a great work of faith in a very 
short time 
 
there is something about a person as important as she is not being named in the 
Gospel account that bothers me;  it obviously bothered some other people a long 
time ago too, for the Greek Orthodox Church fixed that problem way back in the 
4th century;  in their tradition the Samaritan woman at the well was so important 
that they gave her the name St Photini, which means “the enlightened one”;  she is 
referred to as an apostle and evangelist, and is even seen to surpass Jesus’ male 
disciples in faith;  there are icons painted of her in some Greek Orthodox Churches 
 
while the Episcopal Church does not recognize her by this name, we do recognize 
her importance;  can you guess where she appears?;  turn in your Hymnal 1982 to 
Hymn 673:  let’s read verse 2 together “The first one ever, oh, ever to know of 
Messiah, Jesus when He said, ‘I am He,’ was the Samaritan woman who drew 
from the well, and blessed is she, is she who perceives. Oh blessed is she who 
perceives the Lord, oh blessed is she who perceives. ‘Twas the Samaritan woman 
who drew from the well, and blessed is she, is she who perceives.” (you can listen 
to the entire hymn here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmyDg0eFMxc );  the 
words and music of this hymn are by Linda Wilberger Egan, who is currently the 
Minister of Music at the Pohick Episcopal Church in Lorton (I didn’t want to leave 
her as another nameless woman)  
 
the Samaritan woman is certainly not the only important Biblical woman who has 
not gotten her proper recognition;  there have been so many women at the Well of 
Faith;  that’s why you’ll hear me add the names of four women to Eucharistic 
Prayer C any time i use it;  now I do recall that I told you I would be using standard 
Book of Common Prayer liturgies during my time with you;  this is one exception; 
but any time I make a change it is a very carefully and prayerfully chosen one;  I 
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am not taking anything out of this prayer or substituting anything else for what is 
in it, but I do see the absolute necessity to add to it in order to correct its slighting 
of women 
 
Eucharistic Prayer C says (p. 372) “God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob;”  I don’t know about you, but in my experience mothers generally do a 
better job of passing on their faith to their children than fathers do;  and the 
omission of any women of comparable standing to these three is Bible blindness; 
so, I add Miriam (Exodus 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4), and Hannah (1st Samuel 
2:1-10);  do you know why those three?  they are the three women prophets in the 
Old Testament;  Deborah was more than a prophet, she was a Judge -- both a 
political and military leader -- for the people of Israel;  and if you are not familiar 
with their stories, I invite you to look them up 
 
Eucharistic Prayer C also refers (p. 370) to Jesus being “born of a woman”;  that’s 
true, and it is actually quoting Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians (4:4);  but we know 
the name of Jesus’ mother, and to leave off any mention of her name relegates her 
to the status of an unknown, like a surrogate mother who has no other importance 
than that of having given birth to Jesus;  so I add Mary’s name too 
 
as Episcopalians our praying shapes our believing, and our believing shapes our 
actions, so it is important that our prayers lead us to recognize the importance of 
women to our knowledge and practice of our faith;  may all of us be more open to 
the multitude of ways that God has worked throughout history;  may all of us be 
more open to the multitude of ways that God is working in and through people 
around us;  through men and women and young people and children;  through 
family and relatives and friends and neighbors;  through those who look and think 
and act like us, and those who don’t;  even through strangers and enemies, all who 
may reveal to us Christ in our midst 
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